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Series – Give As Good As You Get: A Stewardship Series 
 
Today we start a new message series called “Give As Good As You Get.” This is a 
stewardship message series. 
 
Now, before I lose most of you because I used that word – stewardship – let me try to 
alleviate your concerns. 
 
This is not a “sermon about money.” 
 
Yes, I’m going to talk about money. Yes, I’m going to ask you to make a commitment to 
give money. Not today, but later in this series. But that isn’t all I’m going to do. 
 



I’m also going to talk about how we use our time. I’m also going to talk about how we 
use our talents. And I’m going to talk about making a commitment to use all three – 
time, talent, and treasure. 
 
All of this under the theme of “Give As Good As You Get.” 
 
All we have we get from God. 
 
Luther’s Small Catechism says very clearly:  
“[God] richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
[Explanation to the 1st Article, Luther’s Small Catechism, p 16] 
 
And there is a very good reason that God does this. 
 
He loves you. 
 
And there is a very good response to this. 
 
Use what God has given you to bring Him glory and to help your neighbor.  
 
Give as good as you get! 
 
Time Commitment – Revelation 7:15 
 
Today’s message is about time. On the commitment card – on side B – is a place to 
mark down your commitment to use your time and talents for the ministries of St. 
Matthew. 
 
While it is true that I and all the ministry team at St. Matthew could really use your help, 
there is also a Bible verse that talks about using your time. 
 
It is Revelation 7:15. 
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and 
he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
 
 



 
 
“serve him day and night in his temple” 
 
And while this is specifically talking about the saints in heaven, I believe it is also talking 
about anyone who is in the presence of Christ. 
 
That includes you and me right here and right now. 
 
Here’s how I get to that with this verse. 
 
It says that the saints are serving.  
 
Who are the saints? Anyone whom Christ has redeemed and forgiven.  
 
That’s you and me, folks. That’s all the saints in heaven who have gone before us – the 
saints we named earlier in this worship service, the saints whose names are in our 
hearts and on the headstones in our cemetery. 
 
And they are serving. That is another way of saying they are worshiping Christ. This is 
why we call what we’re doing each week a “worship service.” 
 
“Serve him day and night.”  
 



We shouldn’t take this as a literal “day and night” as in Revelation, John goes to great 
lengths to tell us that in heaven there is no sun, no day, no night, no time. It is rather a 
euphemism for “never ending.”  
 
Far from an endless worship service in the sky – because how boring could that be! – 
this is pointing us to the relationship we have with Christ.  
 
Remember when you first met your husband or wife, when you were just starting your 
courtship? How you couldn’t stop thinking about them? How you wanted to spend 
every waking moment with them?  
 
While that specific feeling may have faded through the years and decades, those who 
are married a long time realize that the love that prompted those feelings never really 
goes away.  
 
Every notice how when someone is near the end of their lives we start to wish and pray 
fervently for just one more day with them?  
 
After my dad died last Christmas Eve I found myself wishing I had more time with him.  
 
Many of you know what I’m talking about. 
 
That’s what Revelation 7:15 is getting at – that attitude that we want to and will be 
with Jesus forever – and we’ll love every single moment of that togetherness! 
 
“Serve him day and night in his temple.” 
 
Again, this shouldn’t be taken as we’ll be in some kind of building structure like a church 
or temple or something like that. Revelation will point-blank tell us there is no temple in 
heaven. 
 
This is a way of describing Jesus with us. Because another word for temple is 
“tabernacle” and another word for “tabernacle” is “dwelling.” And this dwelling is not a 
noun but rather a verb. 
 
This is Revelation’s way of telling us that we will be with Jesus, Jesus will be with us, 
and this will be a relationship that will last forever. 
 
But I don’t believe God wants us to look at all this as something that has “not yet” 
happened. 
 



As nearly all of my teachers at Seminary taught, the Scriptures are chock-full of 
teachings that are both “now” and “not yet.” 
 
Revelation is very much about what heaven is going to be like. 
 
But it is also about what we live right now, which is why I think it is a good idea to use it 
to talk about our time commitment this week. 
 
My question to you this week is this: How will you respond to what Jesus has done for 
you? Or to put it another way, how will you give in response to what you get from 
Christ? 
 

 
 
Our Response to being redeemed by the blood of Jesus 
(Objective Statement) 
 
It’s all very well to talk about a “time commitment” and using the time given us to bring 
glory to God and love and help to our neighbor. 
 



But now that we are in November, I’m pretty sure that time is on your mind, but how 
little of it you have. 
 
Thanksgiving is three weeks away. 
 
Christmas is four weeks after that. 
 
We’ve got “end of year” projects and reports to finish, groceries to plan and buy, get the 
house in shape for the parties and family that will be coming over, travel plans to 
finalize, and all the million other things that go with this time of year. 
 
What we need is rest. 
 
And followers of Jesus know that this rest is found in Jesus! 
 
a. Want to be with Jesus 

 
Our response to what Jesus has done for us – redeemed us by his blood – is to 
want to be with Jesus. 
Jesus – our Lord. 
Jesus – our rest. 
Jesus – our peace. 

 
b. Want to worship Jesus 

 
We want to just set things aside and worship Jesus.  
 
That could be in the church – just putting all aside the time-sucks and sitting and 
being with Jesus with others who want to be with Jesus. 
 
It could also be at home, putting on the service on TV and letting the 
commitments sit in the other room for an hour or so while we recharge and 
reconnect to Jesus. 

 
c. This is our shelter in the world 
 

Because recharging and reconnecting to Jesus in worship is literally our shelter in 
this world. 
 
The world, sin, death, and the devil are all out to get us. War and rumors of war. 
Hatred. Fighting, bickering, complaining, all of this weighs us down.  
 



We want – no, we need shelter from this. And that shelter is not going to be in 
the people we elect or vote for. It won’t be the government. It won’t be a political 
leader. 
 
Our shelter is only in the God who dwells among us as one of us – Jesus Christ!  
 
As the Gospel of John says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
 

 
 
The Challenge (Rationale) 
 
a. Everybody Wants a Piece of You 

He dwelt among us to shelter us because everyone wants a piece of you. 
 
Your boss wants your talents and especially your time for this huge project that 
has to be done by the end of the year. 
 
Your spouse needs you to finalize your holiday travel plans because they have to 
get that huge project done at work. 
 



Your kids need you sew together a costume for the Thanksgiving pageant. To 
bake cookies for the class Christmas party, 
 
And now, the church wants you to make a time commitment, treasure 
commitment, and a talent commitment! 

 
b. Christ Provides Shelter 

 
Christ provides the shelter from all this by taking the wounds, taking our sins, 
giving us His rest, His peace, His righteousness. 

 
c. The Church is that shelter in this world 

 
And Christ has set up the Church to be His shelter here in this world.  
 
The church is functioning as Christ intended when it is a shelter of Christ’s 
presence for you. Are we perfect at it? No, of course not. 
 
But in our stewardship of time, talent and treasure commitment, the Church 
provides shelter for all of us. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

How We Get in the Shelter (Encouragement/Exhortation) 
 
a. Christ Redeems Us 

 
As Christ has redeemed us – bought us back from sin, death, and the devil – we 
can now gather together as the redeemed people of God and encourage one 
another. 

 
b. Christ Forgives Us 

 
As Christ has forgiven us with his shed blood on the cross, we are forever 
sheltered from all the things that want a piece of us. 
 
And as we are sheltered, we now have the strength to give of what we get from 
Christ –  give of Jesus boundless love to meet the boundless need so we can all 
live with boundless hope. 

 
c. You Now Have “All the Time in the World” (Time Commitment) 

 



As we talk about “time commitment” we see in Scripture this truth:  
that we have all the time in the world to shelter in Christ and provide the shelter 
of Christ. 
 
We have the time in this world because eternity is already taken care of and 
assured to us through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus! 

 
d. Encouragement – All the Saints Who Have Gone Before Us 

 
And if that weren’t enough, here’s another dose of encouragement. 
 
You are not alone! The book of Hebrews says you are surrounded by a “great 
cloud of witnesses” – exactly what Revelation 7:15 is describing! 
 
Believe me when I tell you, they have been where you are now. 
 
They have sat in the pew you are sitting it. They have been at a desk, a kitchen, 
the yard, the very places and circumstances you are going through right now. 
 
And they made it. They were sheltered in exactly the same what you are – 
through Christ, in church. They sinned and were forgiven, just like you! 
 
“For all the saints” are the encouragement that Christ gives you today as you 
make a time commitment just like they did so often before. 
 



 
 

Time Commitment 
 
Today’s message was about time. On the commitment card – on side B – is a place to 
mark down your commitment to use your time and talents for the ministries of St. 
Matthew. 
 
While it is true that I and all the ministry team at St. Matthew could really use your help, 
there is also a Bible verse that talks about using your time. 
 
It is Revelation 7:15. 
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and 
he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
 
Someday, that will be you. But in the meantime, shelter in place – this place - and make 
a commitment to use your time so others can find shelter and peace.  
 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


