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Great Expectations 

As we begin another message series, here we are at 
the beginning of a new church-year. Also beginning is a 
new season – winter, with its snow and cold.  
And we’re beginning a new holiday season. 
What are your expectations for this time of year? 

a. Winter 
What are your expectations of winter? What 
would you like to see in this winter season 
around the church? 
b. Christmas 
What are your expectations of Christmas? 
Advent is the season in the church year that 
leads up to Christmas and the celebration of 
God-becoming-man to save all of us from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil. 

This series called “Great Expectations” will focus on several characters from the Bible 
that each had their own expectations about God, about the people of God, and their 
own lives in the various seasons of life that they found themselves. 

 
Expectations of Famous Characters in the Bible 
We’ll be exploring several characters from the Bible. 

a. Noah 
We’re going to start with Noah, the one through whom God would re-start the 
human race. Jesus makes mention of him in the reading for today. 
b. Abram 
We’ll also explore others like Abram (while he was in the season of his life before 
his name changed to Abraham), as well as a few others. 
c. All Those Waiting for the Messiah 



What I’m getting at is that I want to explore the expectations of these prominent 
Biblical characters and see what we can learn from them in our own expectations in the 
season of life that we find ourselves. 

Our Expectations 
At this time of year, we all tend to have certain expectations. 

a. The Perfect Christmas 
Some expectations revolve around the “perfect 
Christmas” – which can mean different things to 
different people.  
The perfect Christmas could be finding that perfect 
gift.  
Getting that perfect gift.  
Or popping the question to that perfect person. 
b. An End to all the pain and suffering of this world 
Maybe your expectations are a bit wider than that – 
like the end to all the pain and suffering in the world.  
There certainly seems to be no end to the pain and 
suffering. From the Ukraine to Ukrainian Village in 
Chicago to our own marriages and homes.  
This would be the perfect time of year to see all that 
be dealt with by our God, wouldn’t it? 
I should note that all this pain and suffering is our own fault and not God’s. We 
bring it on ourselves. 

In fact, just as people in Noah’s day did! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What can we learn from Noah 

 
So, let’s open that chapter right now. What can we learn from Noah? For most of us, 
Noah is a children’s story. Depiction of Noah, his ark and the animals adorn many an 
infant’s nursery as well as our preschool rooms.  
But the story of Noah goes far beyond a children’s tale. Noah and his story runs deep in 
the salvation plan of God. Noah was an integral part of our salvation through Christ 
alone, which I will unpack for you today. 

a. Noah Was a Vinedresser 
Noah was a vinedresser by occupation. He grew grapes. He made wine. This 
would prove to be problematic for Noah’s son, Ham and grandson, Canaan, but 
that’s a story for another time. 
b. Noah and His family were the only godly people left on the planet 
By the time we get to Noah, a lot of time has passed since Adam and Eve, Cain 
and Abel. Just adding the years in the Genesis account, it is a little over 1000. Yet 
the world got to the point that in those 1000 years only Noah and his family were 
godly. Everyone else living at that time turned their back on God, rejected God. 
They were doing what we do today, eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage. But they were doing it in such a way that God was sorry He even 
created humans! 



c. God Was Going to Start over With Him and His Family 
Instead of just wiping everyone out and starting with a new creation, God decided 
to give humanity a “reset” with Noah and his family. This plan allows God to keep 
His promise of a savior and to give the world a fighting chance to survive until the 
perfect time for that savior to arrive. 

Noah’s Expectations 
As this message series is called “Great Expectations” what were Noah’s expectations? 

a. Rain – even though he never experienced rain before 
His expectation about what God would do had to be fuzzy at best. God said it 
would rain. But the Scriptures seem to indicate that rain was non-existent up to 
this point in history. Genesis 2:6 says, “and a mist was going up from the land and 
was watering the whole face of the ground.” 
b. Build a boat – even though he’s not a carpenter 
His expectations about building a boat were probably pretty low. After all, he 
wasn’t a carpenter from what Scripture tells us. But God did give him specific 
instructions on how to build the ark, so his expectations were based on what God 
was telling him. 
I’m going to repeat that - his expectations were based on what God was telling 
him. 
c. Continue to be faithful to God – even though no one outside of his family was 
Certainly, his expectations about God were high. After all , he’s the last godly man 
on earth! And even though no one outside his family believes in God as their 
savior, Noah and his family do – and when you believe in God, your expectations 
can truly be called “great.” 

Our Expectations this Advent 
What are our expectations this Advent 
season? 
a. Peace in our land  - even though less 
and less of it seems to be experienced 
Do you have an expectation of peace in 
our land? Even though less and less of 
peace seems to be experienced by people 
every day in our cities and around our 
dinner tables? 



b. Building Upon our principles – even though there are very few places where 
these are being thought 
Maybe you have an expectation of building upon our principles in this land. We 
just finished a National Day of Thanksgiving. The founding principles of our land 
come to the forefront in a lot of places at times like these. But the places that 
these principles are taught seem fewer and far between these days. 
c. Continue to be faithful to God – even though less and less people seem to be 
Still, like Noah, our expectations of God can still be high. We talk, listen, sing, and 
pray about our faithfulness in God each week (and more often in Advent). Even 
though there are less and less people in the country that are faithful to God, we 
can still be faithful. 
And because we are faithful, our expectations can still run high. 
 

What Got Noah Through Will Get Us Through 
Because what Got Noah through his season will get us through. 

a. He Remained Faithful Because of God 
He remained faithful to God because of God. By 
the timeline in Genesis, Noah grew up in the 
lifetime of his grandfather Methuselah who also 
lived through the final years of Adam himself. 
Noah would have heard the stories of Adam from 
his grandfather, who heard them from Adam 
himself!  
He was taught the faithfulness of God’s promises 
and blessings even amidst the tragedies and sins 
of his family. 
b. He Wasn’t Perfect – and that’s okay 
Noah wasn’t perfect by any means, either. None 
of us are. But that doesn’t mean that God won’t 
love us, bless us, or save us.  
That’s the whole point of grace! Being saved 
solely because of God’s love for us, not because 
we do something to earn it! 

c. We remain faithful because of Christ’s salvation 
We can remain faithful through our seasons because of God’s grace – which is 
ours through Christ’s salvation – His death on the cross and this resurrection from 
the grave!  



d. We aren’t perfect – but Christ is and lives in us 
We aren’t perfect. But Christ is and Christ lives in us! 

 

The flood came to an end because of God’s mercy 
Noah built the ark because he had the 
expectation that it would rain – because 
God said so. 
Noah when into the ark with his family and 
all those animals because he had the 
expectation that God would save him – 
because God said so. 
When it rained and rained and rained, Noah 
had the expectation that it -and the flood – 
would end one day. Because God said so. 
And all that came true, all those expectations of Noah were met by God because of 
God’s mercy and grace. 
And every time Noah saw a rainbow in the sky, he was reminded of God’s love.  
Even when it rains on our lives, God comes through with his mercy and grace – and the 
rainbow is his vivid reminder of that truth! 
 

Christmas Will Come because of God’s mercy 
For us, no matter what our expectations 
happen to be, they will be met – and then 
some – by God’s mercy and grace. They may 
not be met the way we want them to be. But 
our expectations – that come through our 
faith in God – will be met powerfully by Jesus 
Christ. 
Who first came at Christmas. 
So, in a way, all our great expectations are 
met by Christmas! 


