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Part of my calling as a pastor is that I have seen people die. Probably more than any of 
you who are not doctors or nurses or emergency personal ever will. 

And one of the things that I’ve noticed is that some people don’t die easily.  

And I get why that is.  

Death is not natural. We were not made by God to die.  

Death is a result of sin, not a result of God. 

And so, death is foreign to us. 

As such, it doesn’t surprise me that people are not good at it. 

For some it’s hard. For some its super scary.  

For all it is never easy – to do or to think about or to watch. 

Last Words 

But one of the more curious things about death that I have observed is the diversity of 
“last words.” 

Everyone has last words. 



Not everyone knows what their last words will be, but we will all have the last words 
we’ll ever say in this world.  

Some of the more memorable last words that I’ve come across through the years are 
these: 

Steve Jobs 

Steve Jobs – the founder of Apple and the creator of the iPhone and iPad – is reported 
to have said as his last words: 

“OH WOW. OH WOW. OH WOW.” 

Bob Marley 

Bob Marley, credited with bringing Jamaican reggae music to the rest of the world, said 
to his son, “Money can’t buy life.” 

General John Sedgwick 

Sometimes, the last words are ironic. General John Sedgwick of the Union Army in the 
Civil War said this to his troops who were ducking from the fire of a Confederate 
sniper, “They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance.” 

Charlie Chaplin 

The famous silent movie actor Charlie Chaplin answered a priest who had said, “May 
the Lord have mercy on your soul” as he was administering the last rites to him, “Why 
not? After all, it belongs to Him.” 

Groucho Marx 

And Groucho Marx, in his typical wise-cracking fashion, told his wife, “Die, my dear? 
Why, that’s the last thing I’ll do!” 

Jesus 

But for me, the most famous, most precious, most powerful last words were those of 
Jesus. 

The last words of Jesus on the cross were seven in total – scattered across all four 
Gospels. 

Luke tells us that Jesus’ last words were, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 

John tells us they were, “It is finished.” 



Both were correct as they were part of the whole of Jesus’ last words. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell us that the last words of Jesus also included a “loud 
cry” – as Jesus gets the Last Word, the most important word, in saving us all from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil. 

Usually Death Gets the Last Word 

Usually, it is death that gets the last word. For we all die, eventually. 

But For Followers of Jesus We Get the Last Word 

But the Good News is that for followers of Jesus – because of Jesus’ last words from 
the cross – we get the last word instead of death! 

Revelation 19:1b 

Our last word – part 1 – is: 

“Praise the Lord! Salvation and glory and power truly belong to our God…” (Revelation 19:1b 
The Voice) 

Revelation 19:6b-7 

Our last word – part 2 – is: 

“Praise the Lord! For the Lord our God, the All Powerful, reigns supreme. Now is the time for 
joy and happiness. He deserves all the glory we can give Him. For the wedding feast has 
begun; the marriage of the Lamb to His bride has commenced, and His bride has prepared 
herself for this glorious day” (Revelation 19:6b-7 The Voice). 

These words are what we cry out in the new heavens and the new earth, because of 
what Jesus has done for us on the cross. 

In the Meantime 

But in the meantime, let’s let this be our last word in this life, in this world: 

Let This Be Our Word – Revelation 22:20 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 


