
Boundless Need  -  Boundless Love  -  Boundless Hope 

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH & EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  

24500 N. Old McHenry Rd., Hawthorn Woods, IL  60047—Church: 847/438-7709  -  ECC: 847/438-6103 
Website: www.stmatts.net  /  Email: smlcs@stmattsonline.com 

The Rev. Edward A. Blonski, Pastor & The Rev. Ryan Ferguson, Associate Pastor 
Brittany Johnson, Youth and Family Minister 

Church Summer Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 3:00pm  -  Friday 8:00am - Noon 

Please remember in prayer:  

• Karen Basler, Patricia Trapp, Mary Tiedmann, John & Audrey 
Lahr, Bruce Formeller, Beverly Eastep, Florence Behrens, 
James Grund, Christopher Williams, Doris Stueber, Robert 
Wilson, Carla Ward, Roberta Cable, Mark Malon, Pastor    
Timothy Kinne, Jodi Mistretta, Nancy Herman, Faye Prather, 
Peggy Drag, Debbie Schilf 

• Our military personnel currently serving our country: Justin 
Brown, Adam Imaoka, Scott Karas, Elise Eaton, Steve & Ice 
Sandy, Bob Hamilton, Chandler McClain, Christopher Carr, 
Alex Hope, Maxwell Villaraza 

• Our Missionaries, Pastor Ross Shaver, Kris, Easton and Ryan 

• Friends of St. Matthew: Barb Polk, Steve, Faye, and Sheila,  
Sue, Peter, Matt & Prisilla, Todd Hanson, Don Hahn, Terry 
Skaggs, Kelly Wilson, Owen Foster, Tom Anderson, Donna 
McGowean, Mary Richter & Pam Wilson, Mike, Peter Lara, 
Donna Owens, Susan & Monica, Alison Balas, Rita Michalik, 
Carl Denny, Jean Doorman, Timothy Johnson, Greg 
Englehardt, Michelle Gagne, Bill Zenk, Craig Galus, Margie 
Mueller, Jeremy, Christopher & Yohana, Alicia, Kelly &      
Patrick Conrad, Mary, Steven & Jenny La, Deb Alig,             
Sue Anderson, George, Debbie, Monica, Mia Polacek, Gerry 
Bunte, Jerry Thode, Deborah, Cathy & Tony Lenart, Jessica, 
Lauren, Jesse & Britnee, Joann Schesso, Dani 

ALTAR FLOWERS - Given to the Glory of God. 

• Celebrating the 35th Wedding Anniversary of Pastor and Nancy 
Blonski.   

• Remembering the birthday of our beautiful niece Cassie.  We 
celebrate you and all the joy you brought to our family.  Love, 
Ted & Cheri Selimos 

Calendar For The Week 
 

 C.O.O.L. Food Item for August: Peanut Butter 
**Bread for Life Weekend—8/30/2026 

 

Saturday, August 29 - Bread for Life Weekend 
North Shore Cheerleading Camp - GYM 2:00pm 
Saturday Worship Service - Sanctuary 4:00pm 
Back to School Bonfire - Outside / KH 5:00pm 
 

Sunday, August 30 - Bread for Life Weekend 
Classic Worship Service - Sanctuary 8:00am 
Coffee Hour - LH 9:00am 
Contemporary Worship Service  -Sanctuary 10:45am 
North Shore Cheerleading Camp - GYM 3:00pm 
 

Monday, August 31 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM  5:30pm 
Pig Roast Meeting - LCR 6:00pm 
Scout Troup 964 - LH 6:30pm 
 

Tuesday, September 1 
Quilting Class/Crafters - SSR 9:30am 
Crafters Lunch - LH Noon 
Ministry Meeting - SCR 12:30pm 
Stitched Together - LH 1:00pm 
ECC Library 1:15pm 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM  5:30pm 
Board of Stewardship & Finance Meeting - LCR 7:00pm 
 

Wednesday, September 2 
ECC Chapel - Sanctuary 10:00am 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM  5:30pm 
Confirmation Kick Off Meeting - Sanctuary 6:00pm 
 

Thursday, September 3 
Women’s Bible Study - LH 9:00am 
Saddlebrook Bible Study - Grayslake 10:00am 
Good News Callers - LIB 10:15am 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM  5:30pm 
Men’s Garage Bible Study - PBG 6:30pm 
Women’s Bible Study - ZOOM 6:30pm 
 

Friday, September 4 
Michael Gagne Practice - CL 3:30pm 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM  5:30pm 
 

Saturday, September 5 
Gio Basketball Camp - GYM 10:00am 
North Shore Cheerleading Camp - GYM 2:00pm 
Saturday Worship Service - Sanctuary 4:00pm 
 

Sunday, September 6 
Classic Worship Service - Sanctuary 8:00am 
Coffee Hour - LH 9:00am 
Adult Bible Study - KH 9:15am 
Contemporary Worship Service  -Sanctuary 10:45am 
North Shore Cheerleading Camp - GYM 3:00pm 

Attendance 
 

Saturday 
4pm  = 52       Online = 15       

Sunday Weekend 
 Sunday 8:00am = 83        10:45am = 51      Online = 46 

Total Weekend Attendance = 247 
 

Report from Board of Stewardship & Finance 
As of August 23, 2026 

        Week       YTD     
Budget    $16,000.00        $546,000.00 
Offerings Received   $11,418.18        $596,301.12 
Variance                             $  4,581.82        $  50,301.12 
 

Other receipts and  
Dedicated Fund Giving       $  3,738.65        $  64,474.09 
  

Your giving helps grow the ministry of our Lord. 

      The Rev. Edward A. Blonski, Pastor - 909/373-7936  
The Rev. Ryan Ferguson, Associate Pastor - 951/581-8111 

 Upcoming Events 
August 

29 - Back to School Bonfire | 5:00pm 
31 - First Day of ECC Classes 

September 
2 - Confirmation Kick Off Meeting | 6:00pm 

3 - Ladies Bible Study | 9:00am & 6:30pm Zoom 
3 - Men’s Garage Sanctuary Bible Study | 6:30pm  

6 - Adult Bible Study Begins @ 9:15am 
7 - Labor Day - Campus Closed 

12 - GriefShare | 10:00am 
13 - Church Service at 10:45am, Outside (one service) 

13 - Sunday School Kick-Off | 10:00am 
13 – Pig & Corn Roast - Pork catered by Beelows | Noon 

13 - Confirmation Classes Begin | 6:00pm 
19 - Men’s Bible Study | 9:00am 

19 - Saturday Church Service | 4:30pm 
19 - New Member Class | 5:30pm 

20 - Sunday Church Services | 9:00am & 11:15am 
20 - Adult Bible Study & Youth Bible Study | 10:15am 

Trees Full of Fatih, Love, and Hope   
The order form for the Chrismons are located on the church counter.   

St. Matthew Lutheran Church  
Christmas Carol & Hymn Survey 

As we prepare for the Advent and Christmas season, your input will 
help shape our musical selections for worship and special services. 
There is a Christmas Carol & Hymn Survey on the church office 
counter for you to fill out. Please share your favorite Christmas   
carols and/or hymns that are most meaningful to you. If you need 
help remembering specific songs, in Lutheran Service Book (our 
hymnal), hymns 331-393 is the section of Advent & Christmas 
Hymns. 

Please leave filled out surveys in the gold box.  Thank you. 

Worship Service Time Change Implemented  
the weekend of September 19 & 20, 2026 

Saturday, September 19  -  Classic Worship Service: 4:30pm 
Sunday, September 20  -  Classic Worship Service: 9:00am  

& Contemporary Worship Service: 11:15am  
Sunday School/Bible Study/Coffee Hour: 10:15am-11:00am 

The St. Matthew GriefShare Ministry will 
be holding a new class beginning on  
September 12, 2026.  This class is held on 

Saturday’s at 10:00am in Luther Hall.  Please contact Peggy Sneller 
@ 847-986-4624 or pmsneller1@att.net 

                    St. Matthew Pictorial Directory 
              October 2026 - More Details to Come 



ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH & EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  
AUGUST 29 & 30 - FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Welcome to St. Matthew Lutheran Church!  
We’re delighted that you’ve joined us to worship the Lord today. Please take a moment to introduce yourself  to those around you—especially anyone wearing 
a St. Matthew Family badge. They’ll be happy to assist you with any questions. 
Today’s service includes the celebration of  the Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion. 
If  this is your first time with us, we invite you to review our teachings and practices regarding the Lord’s Supper. You’ll find a tri-fold pamphlet in the book 
rack in front of  you, or you may ask an usher for one. 
As you come forward for Communion:  Non-alcoholic wine (white wine in the center of  the tray) is available.  Gluten-free wafers are also  
offered—just let the pastor know your preference. 

 August 29 & 30 - Classic (Liturgical) Service 
Prelude  “Elegy”           Sir George Thalben Ball 
 “The Little Bells”               Allen James 
 Variations on “Kum Ba Yah”              John Behnke 
 Meditation on “HYFRYDOL”            J. Christopher Pardini 
Opening Hymn (4:00pm) “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”           LSB 851:1-2 
Opening Hymn (8:00am) “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”         LSB 851:1,2,4 

Saturday Service Follows the Holden Evening Prayer Service, Service booklet located in pew   
Reading…… Judges 11:29-36 (pg. 212 in the pew bible)    
Sermon Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”      LSB 849 
Sermon - “Jephthah - The Tragedy of a Rash Vow”          Grace in the Chaos 
Voluntary (8:00am) “I Love to Tell the Story”                Charles Ore 
Distribution (8:00am) “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”     LSB 621 
Distribution (4:00pm & 8:00am) - Music Reflection During Distribution  
 “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”       Charles Callahan 
 “The Ash Grove”          David Cherwien 
Closing Hymn “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”     LSB 643 
Postlude  “Processional”               Alexandre Guilmant 

 August 23 - Contemporary Service 
Pre-Service Music    
Opening Song “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”              Isaac Watts 
Readings 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 (pg. 643 in the pew bible)  Romans 12:9-21 (pg. 948 in the pew bible)  Matthew 16:21-28 (pg. 822 in the pew bible) 
Song “Above All”               Paul Baloche 
Sermon - “Jephthah - The Tragedy of a Rash Vow”        Grace in the Chaos 
Offering 
Song “Ancient Words”            Lynn DeShazo 
Communion Song  “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”         Stuart Townend 
Closing Song “Holy Holy Holy”    John Bacchus Dykes 

Music Notes - George Thalben-Ball 1896-1987 - Thalben-Ball was 
born in Australia.  After George’s family moved to England, he 
joined G. D. Cun­ningham’s choir in Muswell Hill, London. He 
later won a scholarship to the Royal College of Music, and studied 
organ with Walter Parratt. 
In 1916, he be­came organist at Paddington Parish Church. In 1919, 
he suc­ceeded Henry Walford Davies as organist at the Temple 
Church, London, serving there 62 years. 
The Arch­bishop of Canterbury conferred the degree of Lambeth 
Doctor of Music on Thalben-Ball in 1935. He was knighted in 1982. 

Worship Service Time Change Implemented  
the weekend of September 19 & 20, 2026 

Saturday, September 19  -  Classic Worship Service: 4:30pm 
Sunday, September 20  -  Classic Worship Service: 9:00am  

& Contemporary Worship Service: 11:15am  
Sunday School/Bible Study/Coffee Hour: 10:15am-11:00am 

St. Matthew Pig Roast . 
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2026 

 

*There will only be ONE service on September 13.  
Service will be at 10:45am and will be outside in the 
big white tent.   
 

*Tickets are on sale for $20.00 each.  Tickets will 
increase to $25.00 each the day of the event.  Get 
your tickets today… New food options for kids.. 

 
*Volunteer Sheets are on the church office 
counter.  We Need You…. Please sign-up 
today 

 

*Sponsorship Opportunities , please see the insert 
for specifics. 

*** OINKS NEEDED *** 


